


Congratulations to Grocery Commissioner Pierre van Heerden and to the Commerce 
Commission for finally getting their industry analysis sorted.  The story “Could this small 
food mart point the way to a new era?” in Saturday’s Post Business Pages gets straight 
to the heart of the issue of bringing competitive pressure to bear on the supermarket 
duopoly.  In both the grocery market and the electricity market, real competitive 
pressure on the giant monopolists can and should come from an empowered “fringe” of 
small operators, with wholesale supply nailed down and predation by the big corporates 
held in check. The future lies with these mammals – not with the endless Government 
attempts to recruit more dinosaurs to join the supermarket oligopoly.  
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